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Material
Amsterdam Address books
1821-1940 (96 volumes)

Amsterdam City Archives
https://archief.amsterdam/inventarissen/details/30274/

Example from 
https://archief.amsterdam/archief/30274/52

translation: 
Liquor sellers and 

Cafe holders



Method

● OCR (Tesseract)

● Comparing consecutive issues of periodicals to correct OCR-errors. 
○ An address book is published every year

○ Information is repeated inside an issue (e.g. in an index)

● Identifying person names, occupations, and location names (Entity extraction)
○ Deduplicating person name references (including occupations) to distinguish unique persons

○ Identifying unique building units (residences and businesses) by street names and house numbers

● Reconciling against (geospatial) thesauri, such as https://adamlink.nl/ (LOD, in RDF)

https://github.com/tesseract-ocr/tesseract
https://adamlink.nl/


Result & embedding in the Amsterdam Time Machine

● Knowing where people:
○ Lived
○ Worked (incl. occupations)
○ Went out (Theatres, Cinemas, other Cultural Industries)

● Knowing where businesses:
○ Operated
○ Are clustering

● Connected to civil registries, trade registers:
○ Demographics
○ Social stratification

Pilot study: Known (pink dot) and newly found (blue dot) 
cafes in Amsterdam 1880-1940. (Source)

https://gitlab.com/uvacreate/dh2020-addressbooks

